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Questionnaire:	
 
How can the humanit ies and arts become more relevant?  




In recent years, artists and scholars from the humanities have shown an increasing ambition to enhance 
environmental thinking and outreach for addressing major problems confronting the Anthropocene, be they 
poverty and inequality, climate change, exploitation of natural resources, or loss of biodiversity, to name a few. 
The growing field of environmental humanities, now involving thousands of researchers within and beyond 
academy, is a reflection of this development. 
 
Yet, environmental policies are still mostly framed and shaped by natural scientists or technocrats, with 
humanists rarely being asked to serve on environmental policy bodies and institutions at the local or global scale 
(e.g., IPCC, Future Earth, German Advisory Council on Global Change). While other researchers collaborate 
intensively on common issues (e.g., by way of networking, division of labour, team science, structured synthesis 
reports) and engage with society in ways that are meant to enable concrete action, humanists have not yet 
gained an equal platform for participating in, and steering, current environmental debates, especially among 
decision-makers. 
 
This survey aims to better understand how humanists and artists can strengthen their role in assisting society to 
address pressing problems.  
Which strategies, practices and methodologies (e.g., interdisciplinary, transdisciplinary, participatory research, 
problem orientation) have already been developed and/or might be further developed by artists and humanists 
in order to enhance their relevance and impact for society, specifically with regard to major environmental 
challenges of our time and the range of perspectives and expertise demanded to confront them? Are strategies 
developed in the humanities and arts different from those employed by natural scientists, and if so, why are 
alternative strategies and practices for knowledge framing, integration, representation and communication 
needed to strengthen humanities perspectives and expertise?  
 
As someone who researches environmental  issues,  we are asking you to offer candid insights 
into each of  the domains l isted on the next page,  endeavouring to show how—in your 
experience—the humanit ies and arts  might become a stronger presence in environmental  
conversations.  We are part icular ly  interested in relevant experiences from humanit ies and 
arts  projects,  act iv it ies,  centres or networks with which you have been involved. 
 
Completing the ful l  survey is  most useful  to us,  but only part ia l ly  completed surveys or short  
responses are also welcome and much appreciated.   I f  at  a l l  possible,  p lease return your 
responses by the end of February 2017 to Christoph Kueffer (kueffer@env.ethz.ch),  co-chair  
of  Environmental  Humanit ies Switzerland  (www.eh-ch.ch),  which is  funded in part  by the 
Swiss Academy of Humanit ies and Social  Sciences (http://www.sagw.ch/en/sagw.html).  We 
s incerely thank you for your t ime and wil l  be pleased to inform you about the outcomes of  
the survey.  
 
 
Your contact detai ls  (Name, Inst itut ion,  Email  address):   
 
P lease indicate whether your responses should remain anonymous:   
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Framing and priorit iz ing research 
Please mention a few of t key environmental problems that humanists and artists should address? How should 
research be prioritized and framed for addressing these problems? By whom? Are there any particular 
methodologies or processes that can be employed to improve the framing and prioritization of arts and 
humanities research on environmental issues?  
 
Fostering  col laboration and team science,  and enabl ing knowledge integration 
Given the complexity and multidimensionality of contemporary environmental problems, how important is 
teamwork and interdisciplinary collaboration among humanists and artists – either between themselves, or with 
natural and social scientists and engineers – for addressing environmental issues? What are appropriate forms 
and purposes of such collaboration? What are effective ways of integrating knowledge across these groups? 
 
Engaging with pol icy-makers,  pract it ioners and the publ ic  
For environmental humanists, how important is collaboration with policy-makers, practitioners and the public 
during the research process? What are the purposes of such participation? What are appropriate forms and 
representations of knowledge for engaging policy-makers, practitioners and the public with relevant scholarship 
from the humanities and arts? And what are appropriate settings for such knowledge exchange? 
 
Benchmark projects  
If you are aware of any benchmark projects that have dealt particularly effectively with complex environmental 
issues and in ways that have been of immediate social or political relevance, please list them, ideally with key 
references (e.g., webpages, literature) and a brief commentary on the particular value of each project. 
 
Relevant l i terature 
Please mention three or four titles in the literature relating to the questions raised above. 
	
	
